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INFORMATION PROCESSING APPARATUS,
AND METHOD FOR RESTARTING
INPUT/OUTPUT CONTROL PORTION

INCORPORATION BY REFERENCE

This application is based upon and claims the benefit of
priority from the corresponding Japanese Patent Application
No.2013-130261 filed on Jun. 21, 2013, the entire contents of
which are incorporated herein by reference.

BACKGROUND

The present disclosure relates to an information processing
apparatus including an input/output control portion to which
a plurality of electronic devices can be connected.

In general, in a case where an abnormality has occurred in
a drive device connected to an information processing appa-
ratus such as a personal computer, a technique has been
known to restart the drive device to eliminate the abnormality.
There are cases where this type of information processing
apparatus is provided with an input/output control portion
which communicably connects a plurality of drive devices to
the information processing apparatus. In such a configura-
tion, for example, in a case where a communication abnor-
mality has occurred with respect to a certain drive device, it is
conceivable that the cause for the communication abnormal-
ity does not lie in the drive device but in the input/output
control portion. Therefore, as a technique for eliminating the
communication abnormality with respect to the drive device,
it is also conceivable to restart the input/output control por-
tion, in addition to restarting the drive device. In this case, the
restart of the input/output control portion may affect opera-
tion of drive devices in which no abnormalities have occurred.

SUMMARY

An information processing apparatus according to one
aspect of the present disclosure includes an input/output con-
trol portion and a restart control portion. The input/output
control portion is configured to be able to have a plurality of
electronic devices connected thereto, and is configured to
control input/output between each electronic device and the
information processing apparatus. The restart control portion
is configured to switch whether to restart the input/output
control portion in a case where an abnormality defined in
advance has occurred with respect to an electronic device, in
accordance with the number of the electronic devices con-
nected to the input/output control portion.

A method for restarting an input/output control portion
according to the present disclosure is a method to be executed
by an information processing apparatus including an input/
output control portion configured to be ableto have a plurality
of electronic devices connected thereto, the input/output con-
trol portion configured to control input/output between each
electronic device and the information processing apparatus.
In the method for restarting the input/output control portion,
the number of the electronic devices connected to the input/
output control portion is determined. Then, in the method for
restarting the input/output control portion, whether to restart
the input/output control portion in a case where an abnormal-
ity defined in advance has occurred with respect to an elec-
tronic device is switched, in accordance with the number of
the electronic devices connected to the input/output control
portion.

This Summary is provided to introduce a selection of con-
cepts in a simplified form that are further described below in
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the Detailed Description with reference where appropriate to
the accompanying drawings. This Summary is not intended to
identify key features or essential features of the claimed sub-
ject matter, nor is it intended to be used to limit the scope of
the claimed subject matter. Furthermore, the claimed subject
matter is not limited to implementations that solve any or all
disadvantages noted in any part of this disclosure.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 shows the structure of a multifunction peripheral
according to an embodiment of the present disclosure.

FIG. 2 is a block diagram showing the system configura-
tion of the multifunction peripheral according to the embodi-
ment of the present disclosure.

FIG. 3 is a flow chart showing one example of a restart
control process to be executed in the multifunction peripheral
according to the embodiment of the present disclosure.

FIG. 4 is a flow chart showing another example of the
restart control process to be executed in the multifunction
peripheral according to the embodiment of the present dis-
closure.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Hereinafter, embodiments of the present disclosure will be
described with reference to the accompanying drawings, for
the understanding of the present disclosure. It should be noted
that the following embodiments are examples embodying the
present disclosure, and do not limit the technical scope of the
present disclosure.

[Schematic Structure of Multifunction Peripheral 10]

With reference to FIG. 1 and FIG. 2, the schematic struc-
ture of the multifunction peripheral 10 according to an
embodiment of the present disclosure will be described. The
multifunction peripheral 10 is one example of the information
processing apparatus according to the present disclosure. The
present disclosure is also applicable to an information pro-
cessing apparatus such as a printer, a facsimile apparatus, a
copy machine, a personal computer, a tablet terminal, a smart-
phone, a mobile phone, or the like.

As shown in FIG. 1 and FIG. 2, the multifunction periph-
eral 10 is an image forming apparatus including an ADF 1, an
image reading portion 2, an image forming portion 3, a sheet
feed cassette 4, a control portion 5, an operation display
portion 6, an input/output control portion 7, and the like. The
operation display portion 6 is a display input portion such as
a touch panel which displays various information in accor-
dance with control instructions from the control portion 5 and
allows input, to the control portion 5, of various information
in accordance with operation of users.

As shown in FIG. 1, the ADF 1 is an automatic document
sheet conveying device including a document sheet set por-
tion 11, a plurality of conveying rollers 12, a document sheet
holding portion 13, and a sheet discharge portion 14. In the
ADF 1, each conveying roller 12 is driven by a motor not
shown. Accordingly, a document sheet placed on the docu-
ment sheet set portion 11 passes through the reading position
for image data by the image reading portion 2, to be conveyed
to the sheet discharge portion 14. The image reading portion
2 can read image data from the document sheet conveyed by
the ADF 1.

The image reading portion 2 includes a document sheet
table 21, a reading unit 22, mirrors 23 and 24, an optical lens
25, and a CCD (Charge Coupled Device) 26. The document
sheet table 21 is a document sheet placement portion provided
on the upper surface of the image reading portion 2. The
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reading unit 22 includes an LED light source 221 and a mirror
222, and can move in a secondary scanning direction (left-
right direction in FIG. 1) by a motor not shown. The LED light
source 221 includes multiple white LEDs arranged along a
primary scanning direction (depth direction in FIG. 1). The
mirror 222 reflects, toward the mirror 23, light emitted by the
LED light source 221 and reflected at the surface of the
document sheet at the reading position on the document sheet
table 21. The light reflected by the mirror 222 is guided by the
mirrors 23 and 24 to the optical lens 25. The optical lens 25
converges the incident light to the CCD 26. The CCD 26
includes a photoelectric conversion element which inputs, to
the control portion 5, an electric signal corresponding to the
received amount of the incident light from the optical lens 25,
as image data of the document sheet.

The image forming portion 3 executes an image forming
process (printing process) according to electrophotography.
The image forming portion 3 executes the image forming
process based on image data read by the image reading por-
tion 2 or image data inputted from an information processing
apparatus such as an external personal computer or the like.
As shown in FIG. 1, the image forming portion 3 includes a
photosensitive drum 31, a charging device 32, an exposure
device (LSU) 33, a developing device 34, a transfer roller 35,
a cleaning device 36, a fixing roller 37, a pressurizing roller
38, and a sheet discharge tray 39. In the image forming
portion 3, an image is formed, in the following procedure, on
apaper sheet supplied from the sheet feed cassette 4, and then
the paper sheet on which the image has been formed is dis-
charged onto the sheet discharge tray 39.

The photosensitive drum 31 is uniformly charged at a pre-
determined potential by the charging device 32. Next, light
based on the image data is applied to the surface of the
photosensitive drum 31 by the exposure device 33. Thus, an
electrostatic latent image corresponding to the image data is
formed on the surface of the photosensitive drum 31. Then,
the electrostatic latent image on the photosensitive drum 31 is
developed (visualized) as a toner image by the developing
device 34. A toner (developer) is supplied to the developing
device 34 from a toner container 34A detachable from the
image forming portion 3. Subsequently, the toner image
formed on the photosensitive drum 31 is transferred onto a
paper sheet by the transfer roller 35. Thereafter, the toner
image transferred on the paper sheet is melted and fixed by
heating by the fixing roller 37 when the paper sheet passes
between the fixing roller 37 and the pressurizing roller 38.
Toner remaining on the surface of the photosensitive drum 31
is removed by the cleaning device 36.

As shown in FIG. 2, the control portion 5 includes control
devices such as a CPU 51, a ROM 52, a RAM 53, and an
EEPROM 54. The CPU 51 is a processor which executes
various calculation processes. The ROM 52 is a non-volatile
storage portion in which information such as control pro-
grams for causing the CPU 51 to execute various processes is
stored in advance. The RAM 53 is a volatile storage portion,
and the EEPROM 54 is a non-volatile storage portion. The
RAM 53 and the EEPROM 54 are temporary storage memo-
ries, and are used as work areas for various processes
executed by the CPU 51.

The control portion 5 performs overall control of the mul-
tifunction peripheral 10 by executing, by use of the CPU 51,
various control programs stored in advance in the ROM 52.
The control portion 5 may be structured as an electronic
circuit such as an integrated circuit (ASIC, DSP). Alterna-
tively, the control portion 5 may be a control portion provided
separately from a main control portion which performs over-
all control of the multifunction peripheral 10.
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Furthermore, in the ROM 52 or the EEPROM 54 of the
control portion 5, a program that causes the CPU 51 of the
control portion 5 to execute a restart control process (see FIG.
3) described later is stored in advance. It should be noted that
the program may be stored in a computer-readable storage
medium such as a CD, a DVD, or a flash memory, and may be
read from the storage medium to be installed on a storage
portion such as the EEPROM 54 of the control portion 5.

As shown in FIG. 2, the input/output control portion 7 is a
host bus adapter (HBA) to which a plurality of HDDs 8 (one
example of an electronic device) can be connected. The input/
output control portion 7 controls input/output of data between
each HDD 8 and the multifunction peripheral 10. The HDD 8
is ahard disk drive in which electronic data such as image data
read by the image reading portion 2 or image data inputted
from an information processing apparatus such as an external
personal computer is stored. The input/output control portion
7 executes, in accordance with control instructions from the
control portion 5, a data transfer process with the HDD 8 in
accordance with a transfer mode specified in advance such as
the serial ATA specification. It should be noted that the mul-
tifunction peripheral 10 may include a plurality of the input/
output control portions 7. Moreover, in addition to the HDD
8, a DVD drive, a BD drive, an SSD, or the like, is also one
example of the electronic device that can be connected to the
input/output control portion 7.

In the multifunction peripheral 10 having this configura-
tion, there are cases where an abnormality occurs such as a
communication abnormality with respect to an HDD 8 con-
nected to the input/output control portion 7. In such a case,
when the cause of the abnormality lies in the HDD 8, the
abnormality can be eliminated by restarting (resetting) the
HDD 8. On the other hand, when the cause of the abnormality
lies in the input/output control portion 7, the communication
abnormality can be eliminated by restarting (resetting) the
input/output control portion 7. However, in a case where a
plurality of the HDDs 8 are connected to the input/output
control portion 7, if the input/output control portion 7 is
restarted, operations of other HDDs 8 in which the abnormal-
ity has not occurred are affected.

Thus, in the multifunction peripheral 10, the restart control
process described later is executed by the control portion 5,
whereby restart of the input/output control portion 7 is
allowed when a specific condition is satisfied. The control
portion 5 is one example of a restart control portion according
to the present disclosure. It should be noted that in a case
where the multifunction peripheral 10 includes a plurality of
the input/output control portions 7, the control portion 5
executes the restart control process for each of the input/
output control portions 7.

[Restart Control Process]

Hereinafter, with reference to FIG. 3, one example of the
procedure of the restart control process to be executed by the
control portion 5 will be described. It should be noted that
step S1, S2, . . . represent the numbers of process procedures
(steps) to be executed by the control portion 5. The restart
method according to the present disclosure includes proce-
dures of the restart control process executed by the control
portion 5.

<Step S1>

First, in step S1, with respect to at least one of the HDDs 8,
the control portion 5 determines whether a specific abnormal-
ity defined in advance has occurred. The specific abnormality
is, for example, a communication abnormality between the
input/output control portion 7 and an HDD 8, or the like. The
specific abnormality is not limited to the communication
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abnormality as long as it is an abnormality that is expected to
be eliminated by restart of the input/output control portion 7
or the HDD 8.

Upon determining that the specific abnormality has
occurred (Yes in S1), the control portion 5 shifts the process
to step S2. When the specific abnormality has not occurred
(No in S1), the control portion 5 waits until the specific
abnormality occurs in step S1.

<Step S2>

In step S2, the control portion 5 restarts, among the HDDs
8 connected to the input/output control portion 7, the HDD 8
for which it has been determined that the specific abnormality
has occurred in step S1. Thus, when the HDD 8 is restarted, in
a case where the cause of the specific abnormality lies in the
HDD 8, the specific abnormality can be eliminated. The con-
tent of the restart of the HDD 8 is, for example, software reset
which restarts a program that operates in the HDD 8, or
hardware reset which turns off/on the power source for the
HDD 8.

Specifically, the control portion 5 controls the input/output
control portion 7 to cause the input/output control portion 7 to
transmit a restart signal to the HDD 8, thereby restarting the
HDD 8. For example, in a case where the input/output control
portion 7 is configured to operate in accordance with the
AHCI (Advanced Host Controller Interface) specification,
the control portion 5 causes the input/output control portion 7
to transmit a COMRESET signal to the HDD 8, thereby
restarting the HDD 8. Alternatively, the control portion 5 may
control the input/output control portion 7 to cause it to turn
off/on the power supply from the input/output control portion
7 to the HDD 8, thereby restarting the HDD 8.

<Step S3>

Then, in step S3, the control portion 5 determines whether
the specific abnormality has been eliminated by the restart of
the HDD 8 performed in step S2. For example, when the
specific abnormality is a communication abnormality, the
control portion 5 controls the input/output control portion 7 to
cause it to try the communication process with the HDD 8,
thereby determining whether the communication abnormal-
ity has been eliminated.

Upon determining that the specific abnormality has been
eliminated (Yes in S3), the control portion 5 shifts the process
to step S1. On the other hand, upon determining that the
specific abnormality has not been eliminated (No in S3), the
control portion 5 shifts the process to step S4.

<Step S4>

In step S4, the control portion 5 determines whether the
restart of the HDD 8 in step S2 has been performed a prede-
termined number of times. Upon determining that the restart
of'the HDD 8 has been performed the predetermined number
of'times (Yes in S4), the control portion 5 shifts the process to
step S5. On the other hand, upon determining that the restart
of the HDD 8 has not been performed the predetermined
number of times (No in S4), the control portion 5 shifts the
process to step S2. It should be noted that the predetermined
number of times is, for example, twice or three times. In this
manner, by the restart of the HDD 8 being repeated the pre-
determined number of times by the control portion 5, in a case
where the cause of the specific abnormality is temporary, the
specific abnormality can be eliminated. A conceivable cause
of the temporary abnormality is noise mixed in the commu-
nication path between the input/output control portion 7 and
the HDD 8.

<Step S5>

When the specific abnormality has not been eliminated by
the restart of the HDD 8, then, in the next step S5, the control
portion 5 determines whether the number of the HDDs 8
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connected to the input/output control portion 7 is one. For
example, when an HDD 8 gets connected to the input/output
control portion 7, the control portion 5 stores, in the
EEPROM 54, identification information of the HDD 8 con-
nected to the input/output control portion 7. Thereafter, when
the HDD 8 is disconnected from the input/output control
portion 7, the control portion 5 deletes the identification infor-
mation corresponding to the HDD 8 stored in the EEPROM
54. Then, the control portion 5 determines the number of the
connected HDDs 8 based on the identification information
stored in the EEPROM 54 or the like.

Itis also conceivable that the control portion 5 stores, in the
EEPROM 54, connection number information indicating the
number of the HDDs 8 connected to the input/output control
portion 7, and updates the connection number information at
the time of connecting/disconnecting the HDD 8. Also in this
case, the control portion 5 can determine, in step S5, the
number of the connected HDDs 8 based on the connection
number information. It is also conceivable that the control
portion 5 executes, in step S5, polling processing for request-
ing reply from each HDD 8, thereby obtaining the number of
the HDDs 8 currently connected to the input/output control
portion 7.

Upon determining that the number of the HDDs 8 con-
nected to the input/output control portion 7 is not one (No in
S5), the control portion 5 shifts the process to step S51. On the
other hand, upon determining that the number of the HDDs 8
connected to the input/output control portion 7 is one (Yes in
S5), the control portion 5 shifts the process to step S6.

<Step S51>

In step S51, the control portion 5 causes the operation
display portion 6 to display an error indication to the effect
that the specific abnormality has not been eliminated. Then,
the control portion 5 shifts the process to step S1, and newly
determines the presence/absence of occurrence of the specific
abnormality. That is, in the multifunction peripheral 10, when
there are a plurality of the HDDs 8, restart of the input/output
control portion 7 is prohibited. It is also conceivable, as
another embodiment, that when a plurality of the HDDs 8 are
connected to the input/output control portion 7, on a condition
that the specific abnormality has occurred in all of the HDDs
8, the control portion 5 restarts the input/output control por-
tion 7.

<Step S6>

On the other hand, in a case where the specific abnormality
is not eliminated even after the HDD 8 has been restarted the
predetermined number of times, and when the number of the
HDDs 8 connected to the input/output control portion 7 is
one, then, in the next step S6, the control portion 5 restarts the
input/output control portion 7. That is, in the multifunction
peripheral 10, only when the number of the HDDs 8 con-
nected to the input/output control portion 7 is one, restart of
the input/output control portion 7 is allowed.

For example, the control portion 5 restarts the input/output
control portion 7 by transmitting a restart signal to the input/
output control portion 7. Alternatively, the control portion 5
may restart the input/output control portion 7 by turning
oft/on the power supply to the input/output control portion 7.
It should be noted that the input/output control portion 7 may
restart the HDD 8 after the restart in step S6 has been per-
formed.

As described above, when the input/output control portion
7 has been restarted in step S6, in a case where the cause of the
specific abnormality lies in the input/output control portion 7,
the specific abnormality can be eliminated. For example,
when the specific abnormality is a communication abnormal-
ity, the communication connection between the input/output
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control portion 7 and the HDD 8 is disconnected and then
connected again, whereby the communication abnormality is
eliminated. Since the number of the HDDs 8 connected to the
input/output control portion 7 is one, operations of other
HDDs 8 in which the specific abnormality has not occurred
are not affected by restarting the input/output control portion
7, unlike the case where a plurality of the HDDs 8 are con-
nected to the input/output control portion 7.

<Step S7>

Then, in step S7, the control portion 5 determines whether
the specific abnormality has been eliminated by the restart of
the input/output control portion 7 performed in step S6. For
example, when the specific abnormality is a communication
abnormality, the control portion 5 controls the input/output
control portion 7 to cause it to try the communication process
with the HDD 8, thereby determining whether the communi-
cation abnormality has been eliminated.

Upon determining that the specific abnormality has been
eliminated (Yes in S7), the control portion 5 shifts the process
to step S1. On the other hand, upon determining that the
specific abnormality has not been eliminated (No in S7), the
control portion 5 shifts the process to step S8.

<Step S8>

In step S8, after causing the operation display portion 6 to
display an error indication to the effect that the specific abnor-
mality has not been eliminated, the control portion 5 shifts the
process to step S1, and newly determines the presence/ab-
sence of occurrence of the specific abnormality.

In the multifunction peripheral 10 described above, when
the specific abnormality has occurred with respect to an HDD
8, in accordance with the number of the HDDs 8 connected to
the input/output control portion 7, whether to restart the input/
output control portion 7 is switched. Specifically, only on the
specific condition that the number of the HDDs 8 connected
to the input/output control portion 7 is one, restart of the
input/output control portion 7 is allowed, and when the num-
ber of the HDDs 8 connected to the input/output control
portion 7 is a plurality, restart of the input/output control
portion 7 is prohibited. Therefore, in the multifunction
peripheral 10, restart of the input/output control portion 7 is
prevented when other HDDs 8 in which the specific abnor-
mality has not occurred will be affected. For example, occur-
rence of data loss is prevented that would be caused when the
input/output control portion 7 is restarted while data is being
transferred between the input/output control portion 7 and the
HDD 8.

In a case where a plurality of the input/output control
portions 7 are provided in the multifunction peripheral 10,
and when the HDDs 8, the number of which is fewer than or
equal to the number of the input/output control portions 7, are
to be connected to the multifunction peripheral 10, it is desir-
able not to connect two or more HDDs 8 to each of the
input/output control portions 7. Accordingly, in the above-
mentioned restart control process, the control portion 5 can
restart the input/output control portion 7 when the specific
abnormality has occurred in an HDD 8.

Moreover, for example, in a case where the HDDs 8, the
number of which is fewer than or equal to the number of the
input/output control portions 7 included in the multifunction
peripheral 10, are connected to the multifunction peripheral
10, and when a plurality of the HDDs 8 are connected to one
input/output control portion 7, the control portion 5 may
cause the operation display portion 6 to display a guide dis-
play that suggests that the number of the HDDs 8 connected
to each input/output control portion 7 should be one. The
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guide display may include identification information regard-
ing an input/output control portion 7 to which no HDD 8 is
connected.

[Another Example of Restart Control Process]

In the restart control process (see FIG. 3) in the above
embodiment, an exemplary case has been described in which
even when the number of the HDDs 8 connected to the input/
output control portion 7 is one, the input/output control por-
tion 7 is restarted after the HDD 8 has been restarted. On the
other hand, it is also conceivable that when the number of the
HDDs 8 connected to the input/output control portion 7 is
one, the input/output control portion 7 is restarted first.

In the following, with reference to FIG. 4, another example
of the restart control process to be executed by the control
portion 5 in the multifunction peripheral 10 will be described.
It should be noted that the process procedures that are the
same as those in the restart control process shown in FIG. 3
are denoted by the same reference characters, and description
thereof is omitted. Specifically, in the restart control process
shown in FIG. 4, the processes of steps S2 to S4 are omitted,
and instead of the process of step S51, the process of step S52
is executed.

As shown in FIG. 4, upon determining that the specific
abnormality has occurred with respect to an HDD 8 (Yes in
S1), then, in the next step S5, the control portion 5 determines
whether the number of the HDDs 8 connected to the input/
output control portion 7 is one. When the number of the
HDDs 8 is a plurality (No in S5), then, in the next step S52, the
control portion 5 restarts the HDD 8 as in step S2, without
restarting the input/output control portion 7. It should be
noted that, in step S52, the control portion 5 may repeat restart
of'the HDD 8 up to a predetermined number of times until the
specific abnormality is eliminated.

On the other hand, when the number of the HDDs 8 is one
(Yes in S5), then, in the next step S6, the control portion 5
restarts the input/output control portion 7. That is, in a case
where the specific abnormality has occurred with respect to
an HDD 8, and when the number of the HDDs 8 connected to
the input/output control portion 7 is one, the control portion 5
immediately restarts the input/output control portion 7 with-
out restarting the HDD 8. At this time, after the input/output
control portion 7 is restarted in step S6, the HDD 8 may be
restarted. Accordingly, in step S6, the input/output control
portion 7 and the HDD 8 are both restarted, and thus, com-
pared with a case where only the HDD 8 is restarted, the
possibility of the specific abnormality being eliminated is
increased.

It is to be understood that the embodiments herein are
illustrative and not restrictive, since the scope of the disclo-
sure is defined by the appended claims rather than by the
description preceding them, and all changes that fall within
metes and bounds of the claims, or equivalence of such metes
and bounds thereof are therefore intended to be embraced by
the claims.

The invention claimed is:

1. An information processing apparatus comprising:

at least one input-output control portion configured to be

able to have a plurality of electronic devices connected
thereto, and configured to control input or output
between the information processing apparatus and one
or more electronic devices connected to the input-output
control portion among the plurality of electronic
devices; and

a restart control portion configured to, in a case where a

predetermined abnormality has occurred in an electronic
device among the one or more electronic devices con-
nected to the input-output control portion, restart the
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input-output control portion when the number of the one
or more electronic devices connected to the input-output
control portion is one, and prohibit a restart of the input-
output control portion when the number of the one or
more electronic devices connected to the input-output
control portion is greater than one.
2. The information processing apparatus according to
claim 1, wherein
in a case where the abnormality has occurred in an elec-
tronic device among the one or more electronic devices
connected to the input-output control portion, the restart
control portion restarts the electronic device in which the
abnormality has occurred, and in a case where the abnor-
mality remains in the electronic device after a restart of
the electronic device and when the number of the elec-
tronic devices connected to the input-output control por-
tion is one, the restart control portion restarts the input-
output control portion.
3. The information processing apparatus according to
claim 2, wherein
in a case where the abnormality remains in the electronic
device even after the electronic device has been restarted
a predetermined number of times set in advance, the
restart control portion restarts the input-output control
portion.
4. The information processing apparatus according to
claim 1, wherein
the at least one input-output control portion is a plurality of
input-output control portions, and
the restart control portion switches, for each of the plurality
of input-output control portions, whether to restart a
respective input-output control portion in a case where
the abnormality has occurred in an electronic device
connected to the respective input-output control portion.
5. The information processing apparatus according to
claim 1, wherein
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in a case where the abnormality has occurred in an elec-
tronic device, even when the number of the electronic
devices connected to the input-output control portion is
greater than one, if the abnormality has occurred in all of
the electronic devices connected to the input-output con-
trol portion, the restart control portion restarts the input-
output control portion.

6. The information processing apparatus according to

claim 1, wherein

the input-output control portion executes a data transfer
process with each electronic device in accordance with a
serial ATA specification.

7. A method for restarting an input-output control portion
in an information processing apparatus, the input-output con-
trol portion configured to be able to have a plurality of elec-
tronic devices connected thereto and configured to control
input or output between the information processing apparatus
and one or more electronic devices connected to the input-
output control portion among the plurality of electronic
devices, the method comprising:

a step of determining the number of the one or more elec-
tronic devices connected to the input-output control por-
tion; and

a step of, in a case where a predetermined abnormality has
occurred in an electronic device among the one or more
electronic devices connected to the input-output control
portion, restarting the input-output control portion when
the number of the one or more electronic devices con-
nected to the input-output control portion is one, and
prohibiting a restart of the input-output control portion
when the number of the one or more electronic devices
connected to the input-output control portion is greater
than one.



